
With Dionysos Now!, I would like 
to show you that vocal polyphony 
of the Renaissance is very 
capti vati ng music, and deserves 
to be heard by a wider audience.

Dionysos Now! wants to create 
cathedrals from sounds, in which 
you perceive the music as if you 
were fl att ering the cathedrals 
with a drone from far above. 
The brick stones are overall but 
they seem to merge into the 

whole, into the ‘gestalt’, where the radiant music generates 
much more eff ervescent energy than the sum of the tones, 
the contagious fl ow in the music is sought and captured, like 
a surfer who seems to have found the perfect wave and seizes 
his chance to fl oat on it before it goes away again.

With the wise words of Winston Churchill in mind “Never 
waste a good crisis”, I started studying the scores of my fellow 
townsman Adriaen Willaert during the lockdown and so I 
rediscovered the wonderful music of this Veneti an chapel 
master over the past few months. A new initi ati ve was born: 
Dionysos Now! Vienna is a brand new project that aims to 
spread the magnifi cent heritage of Adriaen Willaert. With 
Dionysos Now!, I would like to demonstrate that Renaissance 
vocal polyphony is very capti vati ng music.

Tore Tom Denys, founder Dionysos Now!

htt ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_x0y8nVn4lZbP6reysaBjA

Anyone who reads the name Dionysos Now! correctly will 
discover the reference to Denys: Tore Tom Denys is the 
founder and arti sti c director of the ensemble.

Dionysos Now! is also in Greek mythology the growth force
of the earth and human civilisati on, zeal and enthusiasm, 
god of wine (constructi on) and fruit growing, poetry, theatre 
and music. As god of peace he brings people together and as 
victor over death he is god of the underworld. In various ways 
he had an important infl uence on the life, thought and work 
of the Greeks and Romans. 

Denys is also the name of the father of Adriaen, by coincidence.

An ideal fi gurehead, therefore, from a great recogniti on for 
Willaert’s work, to want to share this oeuvre in the most 
diverse forms with great enthusiasm. 
It is Tore Tom Denys’ ambiti on to map out the work of 
his “fellow townsman” by means of concerts and original 
recordings and to give him the fame he deserves.

The ensemble works and rehearses from Vienna but has 
an internati onal base and unites top soloists in polyphony. 
Tore Tom Denys has his own clear vision on how he wants 
to perform Willaert’s oeuvre with care for the original 
manuscripts and scores.

Ensemble Dionysos Now! is a fl exible project in which 
the basis consists of 6 voices which, depending on the 
programme, can be extended to polyphonic or supplemented 
with  an instrumental ensemble. To this end, a permanent 
collaborati on will be set up with various internati onally 
renowned ensembles.

Programm
Adriaen Willaert, Missa Mitti  t ad Virginem
+ motets and madrigals
For 7 voices

Sales: sophie@dionysosnow.com
+32477449990 www.dionysosnow.com
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Adriaen Willaert

Passio Domini Nostri Jesu Christi  Secundum Joannem: Adriano

The St. John Passion has long been att ributed to Cipriano
De Rore, but musicologists increasingly agree that it is by 
Adriaen Willaert.

The intenti on of arti sti c director Tore Tom Denys is to restore 
it as it exists in the original Manuscript, with the texts sung as 
they are writt en on the vocal books.

There will be a recording of the Passion in its original form in 
September 2022, the LP release is foreseen for March 2023.
The evangelist part is always in 4 voices, the 'secondary roles' 
in 2 voices (ancilla, Peter, Pilate etc), Jesus in 3 voices, and the 
people (turba) in 6 voices.
So Dionysos Now! will be with 7 singers in total, because for 
the Jesus part an extra bass is required (Bar/B/B).

Contacto: javierdenoriega@factam.com 
+34 696 657 212


